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Outline
1. An overview of trends in academic publishing (5 mins)

2. When and how to select a journal? (10-15 mins)

3. Steps in the journal article publication process (5 mins)

4. Common (fixable) challenges Editors see (5 mins)

Questions, comments throughout
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1. Some trends in academic publishing
1. Equity, inclusion, respectful practices: topics, boards, reviewing, authoring

2. Open Science: data sharing, re-analysis, replication, registration

3. Online data collection
4. Statistical analyses: linear mixed effects models; Bayesian

5. Predatory journals https://beallslist.net/#update

6. Open access journal fees and publisher archiving policies
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Sherpa Romeo is an online 
resource that aggregates and 
analyses publisher open access 
policies and provides summaries 
of publisher copyright and open 
access archiving policies journal-
by-journal.

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
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2. When and how to select a journal?

• Early and before writing the manuscript!

• Publication plan as part of research and thesis planning

• When writing a grant application

• Discuss with supervisor, colleagues with publishing experience
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How to select a journal?
• Mainstream or specialist?

• One experiment/study or multiple?

• Methods: Qualitative, quantitative or mixed?

• Audience: Who should know about the study? Tip: what journals will 
be cited in Reference List AND read some recent issues!

• Cost of open access fees

• Research the journal! – Aims and Scope, note the nuances….

7

8



4/5/23

5

9

10



4/5/23

6

11

12



4/5/23

7

13

14



4/5/23

8

15

16



4/5/23

9

• Pre-submission review – ask peers and an experienced colleague to 
read and provide constructive feedback

• Draft a cover letter
a) some journals ask for bullet point ‘key messages’, innovations

b) Keywords – do they align with Aims/Scope of the journal being targeted?

c) Suggest 2-3 reviewers

d) Ensure co-authors have read, agree to submission, ideas for reviewers

3. Steps in the journal article publication process
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Journal acceptance rate: 31%
Review time: ~ 1 month + 1 month 
AE/Ed turnaround
Avg. days from submission to first 
decision: 49
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4. Common (fixable) challenges that Editors see

a) Mismatch with journal Aims and Scope
b) Looking for feedback
c) Literature review / Introduction light on – often paired with a 

Discussion that re-states rather than explains or interprets results
d) Small sample size, low statistical power – need to be able to draw 

conclusion from results
e) Computational model with little connection to psychology
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Top Tips
• Research the journal – aims and scope; recent issues
• Write for a particular audience
• Read the manuscript aloud
• Try to communicate one message (rather than 2, 3, or 4)
• Pre-submission review
• Enjoy the creativity and practice of writing and communicating!
• Add your own here……
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Getting Published in Music Psychology - Appendices
Kate Stevens 
Editor-in-Chief Music Perception
MARCS.Director@westernsydney.edu.au
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Open Science

Context: replication; null results; HARKing; selectivity

Open Science Framework includes:

1. Pre-registration

2. Registered Reports

3. Open data; code

4. Open access incl self archiving https://osf.io/
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Registered Reports
1. Pre-study peer review ensures that protocols are well specified 

so as to be reproducible and by providing an opportunity for 
reviewers to advise on design corrections or improvements 
before serious errors may happen

2. In principle acceptance before results are known helps to 
prevent publication bias

3. Selective reporting is minimized because the protocol is 
embedded unchanged in the final publication and re-reviewed 
by the panel of reviewers
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Impact Factor
2017 IF = 0.974
2018 IF = 1.152
2021 IF = 2.184

Clarivate: Journal Citation Reports
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Journal Impact Factor is calculated using the following metrics

Citations in 2021 to items published in 2019 (55) - 2020 
(52) 107

= = 2.184

Number of citable items in 2019 (25) + 2020 (24) 49

Journal Impact Factor without self cites is calculated using the following metrics

Citations in 2021 to items published in 2019 (55) + 2020 
(52) - Self Citations in 2021 to items published in 2019 

(3) + 2020 (4) 107 - 7

= = 2.041

Number of citable items in 2019 (25) + 2020 (24) 49

Journal Citation Reports ™ 3-20 © 2022 Clarivate
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Citing titles in all years
MUSIC PERCEPTION

SOURCE NAME COUNT

All Others 197

1 Frontiers in Psychology 168

2 Psychology of Music 143

3 MUSIC PERCEPTION 125

4 MUSICAE SCIENTIAE 101

5 PLoS One 76

6 Scientific Reports 59

7 Psychomusicology 49

8 JOURNAL OF NEW MUSIC RESEARCH 47

9 Music Theory Online 45

10 Psychology of Aesthetics Creativity and the Arts 35

11 PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY B-BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES

34

12 MUSIC THEORY SPECTRUM 32

13 BEHAVIORAL AND BRAIN SCIENCES 30

14 JOURNAL OF EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY-GENERAL 28

15 Attention Perception & Psychophysics 27

16 Frontiers in Neuroscience 26

17 ACTA PSYCHOLOGICA 22

18 COGNITION 22

19 PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCH-PSYCHOLOGISCHE FORSCHUNG 22

20 ANNALS OF THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 18

Showing 1 - 20 rows of 190 total (use export in the relevant section to download the full table)

Journal Citation Reports ™ 12-20 © 2022 Clarivate
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Contributions by Organizations
Organizations that have contributed the most papers to the journal in the most recent three-year 
period.

RANK ORGANIZATION COUNT

1 WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 6

2 LEAGUE OF EUROPEAN RESEARCH 
UNIVERSITIES - LERU

5

- SKIDMORE COLLEGE 5

- UNIVERSITY OF JYVASKYLA 5

5 MCMASTER UNIVERSITY 4

- STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
(SUNY) SYSTEM

4

- UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 4

8 CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA RECHERCHE 
SCIENTIFIQUE (CNRS)

3

 Showing 1 - 8 rows of 118 total (use export in the relevant section to download the full table)

 Contributions by country/region
Countries or Regions that have contributed the most papers to the journal in the most recent three-
year period.

RANK COUNTRY/REGION COUNT

1 USA 29

2 Canada 17

- England 17

4 Australia 14

5 GERMANY (FED REP GER) 10

6 Finland 6

7 France 5

8 Norway 4

 Showing 1 - 8 rows of 24 total (use export in the relevant section to download the full table)

Journal Citation Reports ™ 16-20 © 2022 Clarivate30
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